Message

From: Julie.Froelich@ch2m.com [Julie.Froelich@ch2m.com]

Sent: 2/9/2017 9:08:27 AM

To: LEE, LILY [LEE.LILY@EPA.GOV]

Subject: RE: NBC news article - Navy Launches Investigation into Cleanup of Hunters Point Shipyard Following NBC Bay Area
Reports

Thanks, Lily! How did things go yesterday? | hope it all went well, Thanks again for the article, | appreciate it.

From: LEE, LILY [mailto:LEE.LILY@EPA.GOV]

Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 12:39 AM

To: Froelich, Julie/SDO <Julie.Froelich@ch2m.com>

Subject: FW: NBC news article - Navy Launches Investigation into Cleanup of Hunters Point Shipyard Following NBC Bay
Area Reports [EXTERNAL]

From: LEE, LILY

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 11:22 PM

To: derel. Lrobinsonl@nave.mil Bill Franklin (william.d franklin@ navy.mil) <wiliam. d franklin®navy.mib;

Eedlie Koenlp@ohZmoaoom; Kimberly Henderson@CH2 M, comg 'Elizabeth Basinet' <elizabeth.basinet@NOREASINC.COM>;
'‘Bacey, Juamta@DTSC <luanita,Bacey@disc.cagov>; 'Low, Tina@Waterboards' <Tina.Low@waterboards.ca gov>; Amy
Brownell (amy.brownell@sfdph org) <amy.brownell@sfdph, org>; 'Drew, Tamsen (ADM)' <tamsen.drew@sigov.org>;
'Janda, Danielle L CIV' <danislie.janda®@navy.mil>; 'Brooks, George P CIV' <gsorze brocle@navy.mil>

Subject: NBC news article - Navy Launches Investigation into Cleanup of Hunters Point Shipyard Following NBC Bay Area
Reports

hito/Swww nbebavarea com/finvestigations/Navy-Launches-Investigation-into-Cleanup-of-Hunters-Point-Shipvard-
Following-NBC-Bay-Area-Reports—-413 247033 hitmd

Navy Launches h’W@mgmm mm Cleanup of

The redevelopment of the Hunters Point Shipyard could be stalled for more than a year
while the Navy investigates new concerns about radiation.

Derek Robinson, the environmental coordinator for the Navy at Hunters Point, confirmed
to NBC Bay Area on Wednesday that it is undertaking a comprehensive review of all soil
sample data submitted by a former contractor. He said the Navy will also examine specific
locations on the shipyard where a former worker admitted to hiding soil samples that may
have contained radioactive contamination.

Robinson said the first phase of the investigation would be completed this year and that
any additional remediation would be finished next spring.
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The decision to reinvestigate the cleanup of the Shipyard stems from revelations made by
Anthony Smith, a former radiation control technician who worked at the site on and off
from 2002 to 2012. Smith revealed fo the NBC Bay Area Investigative Unit last vear the
tactics he said he and his supervisors used to conceal radiation on Hunters Point.
“Whenever something like this occurs it is a big deal,” Robinson said. “It draws into
guestion the validity of the decisions that have been made and it's important to resolve
that.”

The Navy had already investigated the cleanup work of the contractor in question — Tetra
Tech — starting in 2012. The company admitied that it had mishandled soil samples and
submitted falsified data. Tens of thousands of soil samples were reviewed, the land was
resampled and additional cleanup work was performed.

That was supposed to be the end of it. But new information from Smith caused the Navy
to launch another investigation into the cleanup performed by Tetra Tech.

“We really do feel the 2012 investigation took care of the extent of the issues,” Robinson
said. “As new information arises we have to look at it and that's why we are reopening this
investigation to make sure we’re okay and the property is safe.”

The Navy has hired five companies to review the data. Though the Navy has allowed
Tetra Tech to fulfill the remainder of its contracts, Tetra Tech will not be performing any
part of the new investigation. The company did not immediately respond to requests for
comment.

And, while it's unclear how much money the investigation will cost, it will be at the
expense of taxpayers.

“We have to make sure the property is safe for future transfer so it's worth taxpayer dollars
to ensure the property is safe,” Robinson said.

Tetra Tech has won more than $300 million in federal contracts to clean up the Shipyard.
For decades on Hunters Point, the Navy operated a radiological defense lab, performed
radiation tests on animals and decontaminated ships exposed to nuclear weapons tests.
The prime waterfront real estate is slated for parks, shops, offices and homes.

People are already living in condos at the Shipyard, and more housing units are currently
under construction. Robinson said the residential portion of Hunters Point is safe. The
Navy is confident that land already turned over to the city for redevelopment has been
properly cleaned up.

Greenaction, a local group with an office near the Shipyard, is calling on the Navy for
additional community oversight of the new investigation.

“We don’t trust the Navy,” said Bradly Angel, president of the environmental justice
organization. “We want facts that can be verified by independent community oversight.”

In a letter sent to the Navy last fall, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the
California Department of Toxic Substances Control reiterated an agreement that the Navy
would not propose any further transfers of the property for redevelopment.

San Francisco supervisor Malia Cohen, who represents Hunters Point, said the cleanup of
the 800 acre former superfund site alarms her.

“Everything about Hunters Point concerns me,” she said in an interview with NBC Bay
Area last fall. “We are watching with laser focus.”

Cohen and Mayor Ed Lee sent a letter to the EPA last fall explaining that the city will not
accept the transfer of any land until regulators deem the land safe and the city’s health
department signs off on the decision.
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If you have a tip for the Investigative Unit email theuniid@nbebavarea com or call 888-996-
TIPS. Follow Liz on Facebook and Twitter.

Source: Navy Launches Investigation into Cleanup of Hunters Point Shipvard Following
NBC Bay Area Reporis | NBC Bay Area hitp//www.nhchavarea.com/investigations/Navy-
Launches-investigation-into-Cleanup-of-Hunters-Point-Shipvard-Following-NBC-Bay-
Arga-Reporis--413247033 himez4dYAcFofeH

Follow us: @NBCBavArea on Twitter | NBCBavArea on Facebook
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